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June 

 Diary 

Mondays 3,17,24 7.30 - 9.00 pm  Voices of the Vale   Village Hall 

Tuesdays 4,11,18,25 9.30 - 10.45 am Hatha Yoga with Beth Village Hall 

Sun 2 10.00 am Matins - lay led (BCP) St. Andrew’s 

Mon 3 Morning Bird Observation Walk Otmoor Reserve 

Wed 5 7.15 pm Richmond - ‘Wildlife in Letcombe Brook’ - Michael Bailey Richmond 

Wed 5 8.00  pm Book Buffs Greyhound Inn 

Fri 7 4.30 - 7.00 pm Charity Sale of pre-loved and vintage clothing & Accessories Village Hall 

Sat 8 10.00 am Defibrillator Training - Annual refresher Village Hall 

Sun 9 10.00 am Public Worship with Communion by Extension - Debbie Webb St. Andrew’s 

Sun 9 8.00 pm Greyhound - Pub Quiz - (charity - Help for Heroes) Greyhound Inn 

Mon 10 7.30 pm WI - ‘The Hidden History of Nursery Rhymes’ - Moira Byast Village Hall 

Wed 12 8.00 pm Film Club - ‘Woman in Gold’ Village Hall 

Thu 13 2.30 pm Knitwits The Old Manor 

Fri 14 7.30 pm Richmond - Caberet Evening - Neil Patterson Richmond 

Sat 15 1.30 - 4.30 pm Nature Reserve Work Party Nature Reserve 

Sun 16 10.00 am Matins - lay led (BCP) St. Andrew’s 

Sun 16 12.00 - 4.00 pm Greyhound - Fathers Day Greyhound 

Fri 21 5.00 pm Richmond -  ‘A Taste of Deutschland’  Richmond 

Fri 21 7.30 pm Bingo! - jackpot £100  -  all welcome Village Hall 

Sun 23 10.00 am Holy Communion (HCA) St. Andrew’s 

Sun 23 4.00 - 7.00 pm Greyhound Inn Folk Music Event Greyhound 

Thu 27 2.30 pm Knitwits 13 Mill Paddock 

Thu 27 3.00 pm Richmond - Reminiscence Café  Richmond 

Thu 27 7.00pm Richmond - Happy Hour evening -  St James’ Singers  Richmond 

Fri 28 11.00 - 3.00 pm Richmond - National Care Home Open Day Richmond 

Fri 28 7.30 pm ‘An Evening of Mediumship’ with Terri Stromeyer  Village Hall 

Sun 30 10.00 am Benefice Communion (HCA) St. Andrew’s 
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Letcombe Regis Parish Council 
 
The Parish Council Annual Meeting for 2019 was held   
recently in the Village Hall. It was good to see some 30 
plus villagers in attendance, but for those unable to attend, 
this month’s Register article is a condensed version of the 
Parish Council Annual Report. Some highlights have been 
selected, but I hope that through our Meeting Minutes 
(available on the village notice boards, website ), and    
reports in the Register, that you feel you are kept well     
informed. 
 
The PC has held 6 formal meetings this year together with 
a number of follow up meetings. 
 
The Financial position of the Parish Council remains very 
strong and as a result there has been no uplift in the       
precept. (The Annual Financial Statement was included in 
the May Register) and further details are always available 
from the Parish Clerk.  
 
The PC has been able to support initiatives within the    
village including continuing to contribute to the Village   
Bonfire Night Celebrations and has ring fenced £9k 
matched funding towards the Children’s Playground      
improvements. 
 
Discussions are continuing with Oxfordshire County      
Council (OCC) regarding the state of the roads and the 
drainage and we have been assured by Gordon Kelman of 
OCC, who has overall responsibility for this area, that     
improvements to the road surface and the drains will be 
undertaken soon. 
 
You all have seen in last month’s Register the initial       
proposals for the improved access and facilities for the   
Parish Council Burial Ground. This whole project has taken 
many months with exploration of the actual site, the       
potential for graves in the village as a whole and the       
possibilities for re-siting the entrance. The Letcombe Regis 
Recreation Ground and Village Hall Trust have been      
consulted and are in favour and the consultation has     
resulted in two comments from villagers. I would like to   
record my thanks to Cllr Derek Maurice who has led on this 
for the Parish Council and Eddie Jenkins who has drawn 
up the proposals on behalf of the PC.  
 
So here are some facts about the 2018-19 year -  
 
Millennium Green – phase two is well underway and      
discussions have taken place with Mark Bradfield the new 
LB Project officer and he has made recommendations for 
the maintenance and quotes are being sought. New    
benches have been purchased and will be installed in the 
summer. 
 
The Parish Council has in place a Community Emergency 
Plan and all those who have volunteered are undertaking 
first aid training this month. Thanks to Cllr Loretta Light and 
the Parish Clerk for driving this forward in the absence of 
any guidance from the Local Authorities. It is on the      
website should you wish to read it. 
 
The PC has drawn together all interested parties, including 
the Church representatives, to establish a protocol for the 
Death of a Senior National Figure. We have purchased 
books of condolence and the necessary black cloths. 

 
A Tree (actually a Rowan Whip) of Remembrance has 
been planted on the Millennium Green to commemorate all 
those effected by WWI. We hope that it will grow into a fine    
specimen and provide a winter food source for the wild 
birds to feed from. Thanks again to George Barber who 
undertook the planting. 
 
An annual review mechanism has been put on place for PC 
policies and information – the code of conduct, standing 
orders and financial regulations, date protection,           
safeguarding policy, community emergency plan and the 
Transparency Code. The PC is compliant with the GDPR. 
 
The charges and use of the Parish Council Burial Ground 
have been reviewed with the help of Dr Jim Birch our     
volunteer Registrar. 
 
The Parish Council has responded on your behalf to      
consultations on 

Joint Statutory Spatial Plan 
Housing Allocation Policy 
Future of Wantage Hospital 
Draft Sustainability Scoping Report 
Oxfordshire Plan 2050 
District Council Local Plan Consultation on proposed 
draft Main Modifications of the Local Plan 2031….. 
where appropriate these are also forwarded to you via 
the village email. 

 
Cllrs have also represented the Parish on the following 
bodies 

Letcombe Brook Project 
Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils Executive 
Board 
Ambulance Trust 
Letcombe Regis Recreation Ground and Village Hall 
Trust. 
 

The Parish Clerk attends the  
Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG) 
 
The PC has considered and commented on 12 planning 
applications taking into account the views of neighbours 
and others. 
 
The PC has responded to concerns over 

Potholes 
Drainage 
Flooding 
Leaking Sewerage 
Faulty Defibrillators 
Local wildlife habitats 

 
arranged for regular Litter Picking, organised by Clive 
and Alison Phillips, for which we are very grateful. 
 

The Annual Defibrillator training is taking place in the      
Village Hall on Saturday the 8

th
 June between 10 am and 

midday, the training is free.  The Parish Council invite     
residents to attend the training and learn how to use the 
defibrillators or to refresh their knowledge.  They would 

particularly like younger members of the community to take 
advantage of the training.  It could help you to save a life. 
During the year we also welcomed two new Cllrs, Paul 
Batchelor and Michelle Benton. 
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So what are we focussed on for the coming year? 
Finalising and completing Burial Ground Improvements; 
Completing the Millennium Green reinstatement with a 
review of access for those with mobility issues; 
Supporting the Recreation Ground and Village Hall 
Trusts plans for a new Children’s Play Area;  
and of course Potholes and drains!! 
 

I must also thank all of you who continue to support the 
village, Francesca and Team for the Register, Mike Light 
Custodian Trustee on the RG and VH Trust, the numerous 
litter pickers and many others who make our village such a 
vibrant community. 
 
As you know the New Parish Council was formed following 
the recent election and we hope that we can continue to 
respond to the wishes of villagers over the many issues 
that arise. 
 
I can confirm that both Cllr Light and I have been elected to 
continue in the roles previously undertaken, with myself as 
Chairman and Cllr Light as Vice Chair. 
 
Finally our sincere thanks go to our Parish Clerk, Mrs     
Elizabeth Jenkins, who also works tirelessly on your behalf. 
 
The next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled to 
take place on Monday 15

th
 July, 8pm in the Village Hall. All 

are welcome to attend. 
 
Jeanne Lapsley 
Chairman, Letcombe Regis Parish Council 
 

 
 
The Letcombes WI 
 
In May we discussed the resolutions for the Annual       
General Meeting in London. As usual, it was difficult to find 
anything to disagree with, in urging an increased take up of 
cervical smears by young women, and deploring the loss of 
so many rural bus services, but both topics provoked some 
lively discussion. Afterwards, we enjoyed Jeanne Lapsley’s 
slides and reminiscences of her travels in California.  
 
At our next meeting, on June 10

th
, Moira Byast will be     

coming to tell us all about The Hidden History of Nursery 
Rhymes. What mysteries lurk behind those innocuous 
verses? Who was little Jack Horner? Was there a real Miss 
Muffet? Was Humpty Dumpty some actual politician who 
had a great fall? Come and find out! 
 

7.30 on Monday June 10
th
 in the Village Hall. 

 
 
 

Christian Aid Week 
 
Christian Aid Week collections in Letcombe Regis raised a 

total of £425, and there will be more to come from Gift Aid.  

Many thanks to everyone who contributed, and especially 

grateful thanks to the collectors at Richmond.                                      

 

 
St Andrew’s Church 
 

The last thing we want is to wish away the lovely month of 
June but St Andrew’s is very much looking forward to the 
end of the month. On June 29

th
, Andrea Colbrook will be 

ordained in Christchurch Cathedral, Oxford, before        
becoming a curate in the Ridgeway Benefice. Her first    
service in the Benefice will be Holy Communion at             
St Andrew’s on June 30

th
 at 10am.  It would be good to see 

as many as possible there to welcome Andrea, her        
husband Ade, and their children to the Ridgeway.   

The word “curate” derives from the Latin curare meaning 
“to care” and Andrea will be helping our Rector, Leonora 
Hill, to care for the people of the Ridgeway Benefice. That’s 
not just those who worship at St Andrew’s but all those who 
live in the villages of the Ridgeway Benefice: Childrey; 
Kingston Lisle; Letcombe Bassett; Sparsholt; West Challow 
and Letcombe Regis. Whilst these notes in the Letcombe 
Register tell you what’s going on at St Andrews, have a 
look at Signpost for information about services and events 
at all the Ridgeway churches.  

St Andrew’s isn’t just a building where the congregation 
gathers to worship on Sundays (important though that is) 
but a wonderful place to be used and enjoyed by many 
who don’t come to church.  So it was good that the concert 
by Ninebarrow on May 18

th
 attracted a large and            

appreciative audience, with many coming from much     
further afield to enjoy this talented duo whose reputation is 
steadily growing. Grateful thanks to Paul Fulford for       
organising this: it was a great evening.  

Maintaining a historic building like St Andrew’s is a      
daunting task.  Following on from the points in last month’s 
Register and posters in the church about St Andrew’s     
finances going downhill, our Treasurer, David Allchin,  
writes, “a big thank you is due to all those who have set up 
new Standing Orders or increased their existing ones; and 
to all those who have increased their contribution through 
collections at services. This is very encouraging and is a 
great start to halting the downhill trend.”  

If you were intending to set up a Standing Order but have 
not yet got round to it, David will be delighted to help in any 
way or to answer your queries.  Contact him on 01235 
768328 or david.allchin@btinternet.com . 

St Andrew’s church is an ancient building but there’s     
exciting news of something much older: as many will be 
aware, Thames Water’s pipeline work has led to             
fascinating discoveries at Childrey Warren. Christine Birch 
has arranged for Paolo Guarino from Cotswold              
Archaeology to give a talk in the village hall on Tuesday 9

th
 

July at 7:30 in aid of St Andrew’s maintenance fund.       
Further details next month but in the meantime, do read 
Christine’s Conservation Group article: 16 skeletons with 
their heads cut off and placed by their feet!  For only £5 
you can learn the full story. Contact Christine now:   
cbirch1997@aol.com or 763529). 

 

mailto:david.allchin@btinternet.com
mailto:cbirch1997@aol.com
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Book Buffs 
 
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 5

th
 June at 

8pm in the Greyhound when we shall be reviewing         
'This Much is True' by Jane Sanderson and  
'Rosie' by Rose Tremain. 
 
The library book for July, available at the meeting, is   
'Home Going' by Yaa Gyasi, with  
'The Horse Dancer' by Jojo Moyes as an alternative. 
 
Any queries to Freddie on 767772. 

 

 

 

Letcombes Conservation Group  

 
Many thanks to Ian Taylor for leading the May walk for bird 
observation and identification on the Downs from the 
Ridgeway at Gramps Hill. On a gloriously sunny, but windy, 
morning a total of 15 species were heard or seen including 
whitethroat, blackcap and yellowhammer whilst skylarks 
and swallows flew overhead. Ian has offered to lead       
another bird observation walk on the morning of Monday 
3

rd
 June to the Otmoor RSPB Reserve where a variety of 

wetland birds, including waders and warblers, may be seen 
in the extensive marshland and reed beds. There is no 
charge for the reserve entry and all are welcome to join this 
walk. Please contact either Christine Birch (763529) or Ian 
Taylor (764677) in advance from whom further details are 
available. 

 
Despite the Thames Water pipeline route exposing only a 
narrow and shallow strip under the fields beneath the 
Downland slope above the Letcombe villages, the          
excavations by Cotswold Archaeology at Childrey Warren 
uncovered 16 Roman graves with skeletons displaying the 
normal practice of head removal to be placed by the feet 
on burial and Iron Age graves together with some exquisite 
artefacts including a finely engraved, double-sided bone 
comb. Off the ancient trackway of the Ridgeway and a 
short distance from Segsbury Camp where studies pointed 
to occasional gatherings, Childrey Warren appears to have 
been the residential base in our area through thousands of 
years.  

 
Interested in these exciting finds? Cotswold Archaeology’s 
project leader for the excavations, Paolo Guarino, will tell 
us more about the latest ideas from the preliminary       
post-excavation analysis in an illustrated presentation on 
‘Iron Age and Roman excavations at Childrey Warren 
2019’ in Letcombe Regis Village Hall on Tuesday 9

th
 July 

at 7:30pm. Entrance only by £5 ticket from Christine Birch 
(cbirch1997@aol.com or 763529). Order early as high    
demand is expected; all proceeds will go to St. Andrew’s  
Church Maintenance Fund. 
 

Letcombes Gardening Club 
 
Topical Tips 

 
Before I commence with the tips for this month I would just 
like to say a big thank you to all those of you who came 
along and supported the Gardening Club Plant Market at 
the end of April. We raised £806.79; a magnificent sum. 
Speakers are very expensive nowadays and this will help 
us a lot in booking some good ones. We hope to see some 
of you at the meetings, which start in September. 

June is the month when you should really start to reap the 
benefits of all your hard work. If you’ve done your job well 
then your garden should be full of flowers. I’m afraid it’s 
‘fun time’ for the weeds as well so get hoeing to keep them 
down. It’s best to do this in dry weather so they quickly 
wither away. They’re tough little blighters and can       
sometimes re-sprout if it’s wet! 

If you have been growing dahlias and cannas then these 
can be planted out now. If you have any gaps in the        
borders then it’s not too late to sow fast growing later    
flowering hardy annuals. 

If you want to grow your own spring bedding then now is a 
good time to sow them. 

If you cut back any tatty trailing plants and spring flowering 
plants then you should get a fresh flush of foliage; much 
better than a load of yellowing leaves! You can also do this 
with oriental poppies. Note: euphorbias look a lot better if 
you cut off the spent flowers at ground level! Finally on the 
‘cutting front’, you’re pretty safe cutting back the leaves of 
spring flowering bulbs now. 

Let’s move on to shrubs and trees. If you have a deciduous 
magnolia that you think needs a bit of trimming then now is 
the best time to do it. As far as shrubs like philadelphus 
and deutzia are concerned, make sure you prune          
immediately after flowering otherwise the plant will not 
have sufficient ripening time to flower well next year. 

If you’re keen on propagation then have a go at softwood 
cuttings of deciduous shrubs this month. 

On the veg front, if you haven’t sown your runner and 
French beans yet then you can safely sow them directly 
outside now. This also applies to sweetcorn, squash and 
kohl rabi (if you’re hankering after a brassica and have 
missed the boat). If you’re ahead of the game (no smug 
faces please) then those small plants you have nurtured 
can be planted out now. 

As far as fruit is concerned, you can thin out peaches,    
apricots, pears and nectarines now and, what is particularly 
relevant to me (note to self), pinch-prune figs. If you have 
any pot grown fruit then change the fertilizer to a high    
potassium one this month. 

Well there are loads more tasks I could mention but I think I 
should allow you time to relax and admire your garden. 
Enjoy! 
 

 

mailto:cbirch1997@aol.com
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Richmond Letcombe Regis 

 
5

th
 7.15pm – Michael Bailey hosts a talk/film evening on 

‘Wildlife in Letcombe Brook’ 
 
14

th
 7.30pm –Cabaret Evening with Neil Patterson and 

Cheese and Wine - £5.95 for a glass of wine and platter of 
cheese. Please book with the Restaurant on 01235 774570 
choose opt 5. 
 
21

st
 at 5pm – ‘A Taste of Deutschland’ German Themed 

Evening. Bar opens at 5pm, Meal starts at 6pm, German 
Oompah Band starts at 7pm. Please book with the       
Restaurant on 01235 774570 choose opt 5. 
 
27

th
 at 3pm – Reminiscence Cafe – Memory Games and 

Afternoon Tea 
 
27

th
 7pm – Happy Hour evening 7pm till 8pm 2 for 1 drinks 

with St James’ Singers male acapella group performing at 
7.30pm 
 
28

th
 11am till 3pm – National Care Home Open Day – Art 

Display Across the Care Floor – Light refreshments       
available 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
200 Club 

200  Club Draw — No 3                                    June 2019 

179 Robin GLYN £50 

96 Denise ELLIOTT £25 

101 Margaret STOCK  £15 

151 Poppy HONE £10 

175 Alexander LAPSLEY-MIKA £5 

Special Draw: 

190 Frances RHODES £25 

6 Sarah STAUNTON-LAMB £20 

61 Jim BIRCH £10 

35 Judy VAUGHAN-WILLIAMS £10 

72 Emma MACKILLIGIIN £10 

164 Thérèse CLARKE £10 

63 Des WILLIAMS £10 

New Numbers draw 

144 Alan PULLINGER £5 

 

Sale of pre-loved and vintage clothing ,  
costume jewellery and accessories. 

 

June 7th Letcombe Regis Village Hall 
4.30-7pm 

 

Tea and coffee available 
Take the chance to buy a lovely new outfit  

at rock bottom prices - no profits kept. 
 
 

ALL Proceeds going to a  
Cambodian Orphanage.  

 

It is called “Together for Children” and will endow              
2 scholarships for college in memory of my oldest friend 

who died 2 years ago  
and whose name the scholarships will carry.   

  

Contact: Loretta Light 01235771106 for further details 

 

 

LEE’S Exterior 
Cleaning  

Solutions 
 

 
LADDERLESS GUTTER 

CLEANING 
 

PURE WATER WINDOW 
CLEANING 

 

 01865 823395 / 07967033383 
(Southmoor Based) 
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Letter from Ed Vaizey, MP 
 
The local elections saw the Conservatives lose our majority 
on both the Vale of White Horse District Council and South 
Oxfordshire District Council. I was very sad indeed to see 
so many hard working local councillors lose their seats, 
and new candidates who had been hoping to serve fail to 
achieve their goal. 
 
The newly elected councillors will face similar challenges to 
those they are replacing, and there are no easy answers.     
I have always worked with politicians of all parties to get 
the answers we need locally, and will continue to lobby 
central government for the support that we need. 
 
Many councillors who lost their seats will rightly blame 
Westminster.  While local issues are very important, there 
is no doubt that voters use them to send a message to   
government.  I will be taking the message of frustration felt 
on the doorstep of the campaign and at the ballot box back 
to Westminster: it is wrong that local politicians who have 
worked tirelessly for their local communities should bear 
the brunt of a Westminster failure. 
 
I am working with the AEA Technology Pension Campaign 
is to secure the pension rights of scheme members that 
may be otherwise lost because AEA Technology entered a 
pre-pack administration. If you are a member of the AEA 
Technology pension scheme, please do contact my office 
for more info. 
 
In Parliament this month I was delighted to see Fitzwaryn 
School from the constituency at PMQs and have the       
opportunity to meet staff and pupils afterwards. Fitzwaryn 
School is an Outstanding school for SEN pupils in          
Oxfordshire and I asked Theresa May to support more high 
needs funding in rural areas. 
 
In the constituency this month I was delighted to welcome 
HRH The Duke of York to the constituency to open Wave 
Optics New HQ at Milton Park, Oxfordshire. 
 
On other constituency visits I met GWR Managing Director 
Mark Hopwood at Didcot Station, 6th Formers from Didcot 
with an interest in Politics, I attended a meeting of Didcot 
First at the New Marriott Courtyard hotel in Milton, I was 
interviewed by a local 6th form student as part of her      
International Baccalaureate project, and met with local   
residents and senior management of FirstPort at Alfredston 
Place in Wantage to discuss issues there. 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any pressing 
issues that you would like help with.  Either myself or one 
of my team will get back to you as soon as possible and do 
what we can to assist. You can contact me on any matter 
at the House of Commons, SW1A 0AA,                          
dicksonce@parliament.uk or 01235 768 888. Email is the 
quickest and most reliable way to get in touch, as I keep a 
very close eye on my emails and can reply very           
quickly.   Details of my activities in Parliament can be read 
on my website, https://www.vaizey.com. I also send out 
occasional general interest emails about developments in 
the Wantage and Didcot Constituency. If you would like to 
be added to the distribution list, please complete the online 
form at http://bit.ly/EdVaizeyMP 
 
  

 

Friends Of Letcombe Valley Community  
Nature Reserve 

 
The next work party will take place on Saturday, 15

th
 

June from 1:30 to 4:30pm. All volunteers are very       
welcome to assist with the work of maintaining the        
Community Nature Reserve. Expert guidance is on hand 
and this month the tasks are likely to include general 
maintenance, nettle control and scything – all carried out at 
your own pace. BBOWT will provide most tools and       
refreshments are provided for the break mid-afternoon. 
Opportunities for Duke of Edinburgh Award                     
volunteering\skills sections; under 18s accompanied by an 
adult please. Meet by the lake noticeboard on the reserve 
in Letcombe Regis at 1:20pm for the safety and guidance 
briefing.  For further details, or in case of uncertain weather 
conditions, contact 01235 769194 or 763827. 
 
A future date for your diaries: The Family Wildlife Discovery 
Day in the Community Nature Reserve takes place on     
Saturday, 20

th
 July, 11:00am – 3:00 pm.  Don’t miss this 

fun and interesting event with activities for all ages. Experts 
and enthusiasts will be on hand with bats, birds, bugs,    
reptiles, bees, butterflies, moths and small mammals.     
Children can enjoy activities such as den building, mud 
kitchens, nature craft, building a bird box, making a fossil 
and discover more about the wildlife on this reserve, its 
landscape and the treasures it holds. Help with the event 
would be welcome; please contact Sheila Bailey at 
sheilamargaret777@gmail.com if you are able to assist in 
any way or for further information.  

 
 
Film Club 
 

Wednesday June 12
th
: Woman in Gold (12) 

 
Many thanks to those who came along last month to enjoy 
‘Wonder’ our very popular film for May. This month we 
have another good film for you, ‘Woman in Gold’.            
Released in 2015, it is based on the true story of Maria     
Altman, an elderly former Austrian refugee living in USA 
who takes on the Austrian Government to try to reclaim a 
painting that she believes was stolen from her family by the 
Nazis. The painting in question was the iconic, priceless 
Klimt painting 'Portrait of Adele Bloch-Bauer I’, known in  
Austria as ‘Woman in Gold’. 
 
Helen Mirren takes the lead, with a powerful portrayal of 
Maria, with Ryan Reynolds playing her young lawyer. The 
excellent cast also includes Charles Dance, Katie Holmes 
and Max Irons.  
 
Doors open at 7.30pm; film starts at 8pm.  
Come along early for refreshments before the film. 
 
 

Extra Film - Put the date in your diary now -  
Friday 5

th
 July 

 

As part of the Wantage Summer Arts Festival we have an 
extra film screening in July - the critically acclaimed       
comedy, ‘Florence Foster Jenkins’. Starring Meryl Streep 
and Hugh Grant it tells the story of a New York socialite 
who dreams of becoming an opera singer despite the fact 
that she cant sing.  More information next month. 

mailto:sheilamargaret777@gmail.com
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Karen Ash 
     Reflexology and Therapeutic Massage 
Member of the Association of Reflexologists 

ITEC Qualified Therapist 

Relaxing therapies to promote well being   
in your own home. 

Tel. 07901828132  email. angel.kw@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Hazel Lee      Painter & Decorator  
 
 

Interior & Exterior.                    Fully Insured 
Local & Reliable Female Decorator 

No job too small         Mob: 07866 509683 
hazel.lee78@hotmail.co.uk 

Registered Dietitian 
Liane Reeves, BSc (Hons) Nutrition, MSc Allergy 

HCPC registered, MBDA 
Expert personalised dietary advice for adults and children.          
Consultations held at Wantage Osteopathic Practice, 1 
Church St. Wantage.  To discuss how dietary advice can help 
you and to arrange an appointment: Tel: 07947 053396       

Email:info@reevesdiets.co.uk                   www.reevesdiets.co.uk  

The Barn Tea Rooms, Court Hill Centre 
Homemade cakes, light lunches. 

Just off A338 on the Ridgeway - and it’s all  
downhill on the way back! 

Open 7 days a week 10.30 to 4.00  
Tel: 01235 760253 

Mel Taylor Photography 

 

Specialising in Providing Fine Art  Dog, Equine,  
Newborn and Child Portrait Photography 

Portraits Studio or Location,  See website for full details 

www.meltaylorphotography.co.uk 
01235 763359 or 07818427876 

Personal Assistant/Carer 
 

DBS checked/insured 
Teaching/Management background. 
Five years as an Activity Organiser  

in residential homes 
For help or support please call 07968983673 

 

An Evening of Mediumship with Terri Stromeyer 
 

International Medium & Spiritual Teacher,  
Terri Stromeyer, will be performing  

at Letcombe Village Hall on Friday 28 June at 19:30 
as part of her 2019 tour.  

She will share her talents in a live demonstration of 
mediumship by connecting with those who have 
passed over. Terri’s approach is genuine; she 

shares not only the facts that she is being told, but 
the emotions of both the spirit and those receiving 

the messages.  
 

Admission is £12 + booking fee – please visit 
www.eventbrite.co.uk to book tickets 

 

RAISING FUNDS TOWARDS A TRIP TO 
ESWATINI (SWAZILAND), JULY 2020 

 

Babysitting, plant watering, pet-sitting and  
dog walking services.  

Any small jobs that need doing. 
 

Sophie Hannon  

sophie.hannon@outlook.com 

01235 766043   |   07983 175678 
 

References available. 

mailto:Hazel.lee78@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:info@reevesdiets.co.uk
http://www.reevesdiets.co.uk
http://www.meltaylorphotography.co.uk
http://www.eventbrite.co.uk
mailto:sophie.hannon@outlook.com
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Recreation Ground and Village Hall Trust 
AGM Report 2018-19 

 
During 2018-19, the Recreation Ground and Village Hall 
Trust had eleven meetings. There are five elected Trustees 
from the village who are; Murray Charlton; Elspeth         
Horridge; Johnny Jenkin; Eddie Jenkins, and myself Sue 
Hannon along with four representative members; Eileen 
McKeever, representing the Sports Clubs using the      
Recreation Ground; Richard Taylor representing the Sports 
and Social Club and Jeanne Lapsley and Mike Light       
representing the Parish Council to give nine Trust        
members in total.  I’d like to take this opportunity to thank 
all the Trustees for their skills and individual contributions 
which they have brought throughout this year to help     
maintain and improve the fantastic facilities the Village Hall 
and Recreation Ground provide. Without their support and 
the time they give, the Village Hall, Recreation Ground, 
playground and many of the clubs that use them, would not 
function. I’d particularly like to thank the post holders over 
the last year: Elspeth Horridge who has been secretary and 
has kept me on the straight and narrow and Murray     
Charlton our treasurer, who has kept the numbers in our 
finances on track. Thanks are also due to Ian Taylor, for 
fundraising through the 200 Club which is one of the major 
ways the Trust has of raising funds and also Des Williams, 
Dennis Stock, Geoff Owen and the riding and cricket clubs, 
who work tirelessly to maintain and keep the sports areas 
of the Recreation Ground in such excellent condition. Only 
a couple of weekends ago, there was a tennis tournament, 
a cricket match and children using the 5-aside football 
pitch. It is amazing a village as small as ours can punch 
above its weight and maintain the pitches, fields and courts 
in such an excellent state.  

 

Village Hall 
 

Our new Village Hall is no longer new but we have worked 
to keep it in an excellent state and it is now known by many 
as the best hall to hire in the area. I would like to thank 
Claire Youlden who is hanging on in there as the Hall    
Coordinator and keeping the hall bookings in order.       
Regular clubs, many frequented by villagers, now run most 
evenings and recently more so with the Ridgeway Quilters 
who have their bi-monthly meetings on Wednesdays and 
Vale Karate which will soon start every Sunday evening. 
When the Village Hall opened, we had a special rate for 
children’s parties but even with price increases, the number 
of parties continues to rise. It is now hard to get a free 
weekend and hirers are encouraged to book early. It is 
hoped over the next month or so, that the bookings system 
will be streamlined with hirers being able to see a calendar 
and book on-line without having to e-mail in. The Trust    
decided last year that as there was disruption to villagers, 
the number of weddings would be restricted to 8 per year 
and they would not run consecutively. This, and an        
increase in cost has not crushed the romantics in the area 
and we are fully booked again this year with 5 bookings 
already for next year. The Trust has maintained lower     
hiring rates for residents of Letcombe Regis and regular 
bookers, but increased the rates for those who do not live 
in the village. We have had trouble filling the post of Hall 
Coordinator and if anyone out there is interested, I am sure 
the Trustees would be pleased to hear from you. A        
programme of regular maintenance has started with regular 
paint touch-ups.  Crockery and glassware have been     
replaced this year to keep everything in tip-top condition. 

Recreation Ground 
 
The trees around the Recreation Ground look magnificent 
and are a real asset but this year have undergone a major 
maintenance programme. After an inspection, work to    
remove the ivy and deadwood has taken place to make 
them safe and improve longevity. As well as this, the    
hedges along the back of the old riding field and football 
windbreak hedge were cut back which had not been done 
for many years. At the same time, SSE finally cut the back 
hedge under the electricity cables. With the spring and 
green shoots appearing, I’m sure you’ll all agree the area 
looks so much tidier and better. It is now hoped that this 
maintenance can be carried out more frequently.  
 
After complaints of dog fouling, signs have been put up at 
entrances reminding dog walkers to pick up after their 
dogs. This is an on-going issue and we hope that they will 
act responsibly and keep the area clean.   
 
A consultation was held in June to show villagers the 
planned upgrade to the children’s playground. We now 
have a final design with equipment suitable for under 12s 
and it is currently out to tender and quotes are due back at 
the end of this week. This will also include a ‘trim trail’ with 
4 stations around the Recreation Ground which should 
prove popular and help keep us all fitter. I’d like to thank 
Dominic Lamb who has helped with this project. The Trust 
will shortly start applying for grants to fund this. I thank all 
the contributors who have already given money and      
especially those who helped in October when we ran an 
afternoon tea, hog roast and barn dance to raise funds. 
 
So, all in all, 2018-19 has been yet another busy year 
maintaining and developing the facilities which, I hope you 
agree, we are so lucky to have.  
 
Before I finish, I’d also like to thank those Trustees        
stepping down. I’d particularly like to thank Murray for     
being there when it mattered and thank him not just for this 
year but for the last 6 years steering us through the finance 
of building the hall and being able to add it all up. I’d also 
like to thank Pamela for putting up with me taking his time. 
Eileen McKeever is also stepping down and I thank her for 
providing a link between the clubs and Trustees. I would 
like to welcome James Stewart, who many of you know 
from the darts team, who is becoming a village Trustee. 
 
Finally, as most of you know, after 10 years, I too, am also 
stepping down from the Trust. It has been a long and at 
times demanding time but made enjoyable by the team 
around me and I feel very proud to have been part of the 
new hall through initial planning, grant writing, the business 
plan, the build and starting it on its journey but it is now 
time for me to step aside and new blood take the Trust   
forward with fresh ideas. I wish the Trust all the best for the 
future.  
 
Sue Hannon,  
Chairman 
May 2019 
 
The Village Hall & Recreation Ground Trust would like to 
express their thanks to Sue, Murray and Eileen for all their 
hard work over the last few years. James Stewart has 
joined the Trust as a village member, but there are still 2 
vacancies, so if anyone has an interest in helping to run the 
Village Hall and Recreation Ground, then please contact 
the Trust, details on the back of the Register. 
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LETCOMBE REGIS RECREATION GROUND AND VILLAGE HALL TRUST     

  Charity number 10825000      

         

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2019    

     2018/19  2017/18  

     £  £  

Operating income:      

 Hire of Hall & equipment  20,807  15,095  

 Hire of Pavilion - see note 1  1,741  168  

 Letting of sporting areas   480  480  

 Car parking  4,740  4,720  

    Total operating income 27,768  20,463  

         

Operating expenditure:      

 Hall Coordinator  4,564  4,225  

 Cleaners & materials  2,907  2,211  

 Rubbish collection  1,003  0  

 Insurance  2,104  2,000  

 Fire security  565  221  

 Water   454  330  

 Electricity, net of solar & renewable heat incentive income 844  1,439  

 Accounting package  & support  854  0  

 Office supplies, telephone & internet 780  632  

 Maintenance & repairs  3,827  3,899  

 Playground maintenance, insurance & inspection 329  167  

 Land maintenance  8,181  1,595  

 Sundry expenses  70  260  

 Provision for re-equipment of Playgrpound 0  1,500  

  26,481  18,478  Total operating expenses - see note 2 

         

Operating surplus (deficit)   1,287  1,985  

         

Other income / expenditure:      

 Parish contribution  1,829  1,837  

 Fundraising (by the 200 Club)  0  3,000  

 Bonfire night and fireworks  392  412  

 Hog roast, 6 oct 2018  799  - - - - -  

 Bank interest  95  23  

 Donations  58  339  

    Total other income 3,173  5,610  

         

SURPLUS FOR THE YEAR  4,459  7,595  

         

 Note 1 - hire of the Pavilion is transferred into the Renovation Fund account    

 Note 2 - utility and internal maintenance costs are borne by the Sports and Social Club  

(Continued overleaf) 
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LETCOMBE REGIS RECREATION GROUND AND VILLAGE HALL TRUST     

  March 2019  March 2018  Charity number 10825000  

     £  £  

MOVEMENT OF FUNDS      

 At beginning of the year, 1st April  28,813  49,476  

 During the year:      

  Surplus from activities  4,459  7,595  

  Net spend on rebuilding   (1,054)  (7,211)  

  Increase in playground project fund 5,338  0  

  Prior year end adjustment  234  - - - - -  

  Reimbursed to the Riding Club - - - - -  (21,048)  

     8,978  (20,663)  

 Funds at end of the year  37,790  28,813  

 Represented by:      

 ASSETS       

  Bank balances:      

   Current account at Barclays Bank 6,774  5,426  

   

Deposit ac-
counts:      

   

COIF deposit 
account  17,000  15,005  

   

Hall rebuild 
account  13,895  14,949  

   Playground project account 6,838  0  

   Sports Pavilion renovation account 3,915  2,172  

  Accounts receivable  1,346  370  

  Prepayments  270  0  

   Total assets  50,037  37,923  

 LIABILITIES      

  Current liabilities:       

   Hire income in advance  4,813  5,110  

   Accounts payable  4,434  0  

  Provisions:      

   For the Hall's major spring clean 3,000  1,000  

   For the Pavilion's longer term renovation 0  1,500  

   For the Playground's new equipment 0  1,500  

   Total liabilities  12,247  9,110  

         

 NET ASSETS  37,790  28,813  

         

Contributions to the Playground project fund (to acknowledge thanks)    

 Provision made in 2017/18  1,500    

 Donation from 200 club   3,000    

 Contribution of ½ surplus from safari supper & open gardens   1,415    

 Hog roast surplus  799    

 Donation from The Greyhound Quiz night 121    

 Bank interest   4    

         6,838 
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Daniel Kerr 
Electrician 
 

01235 769481 / 07817 457832 
 

Enquiries.1stcall@hotmail.co.uk 
Free Consultations 
 

87, Hamfield 
Wantage, Oxon 
OX12 9EG 

Part P 

 
 
 

EST. SINCE 1994 

PROFESSIONAL CARPET CLEANING 

& WINDOW CLEANING 
FULLY INSURED 

 

millbrookservices1@gmail.com 
TEL: 01235 511541   MOB: 078144 28395 

DIDCOT. OXFORDSHIRE 

 

Visit our webpage to view all our services 
www.millbrookcleaning.co.uk 

 
Greyhound Inn Folk Music Event 
 
Sunday 23

rd
 June, in 'The Barn' at the back of the pub, 

from 4pm to 7pm  
 

 



The Letcombe Register                                                                                                         June 2019 

© 2019 Francesca Engelmann for Letcombe Regis Parish Council                                                                 12 

 

Compiled by Francesca Engelmann, 2, The Old Stables, Warborough Road, OX12 9LD  Tel: 01235 769310 

 

Email: Register@oldstableyard.co.uk 
 

The views expressed in the Register do not necessarily reflect the views  of Letcombe Regis Parish Council. 
  

Deadline for inclusion is always the 27th of each month. 

 

The Register is also available to view, along with much more information, on the Village Website:  
www.letcomberegispc.org 


