
 

The Letcombe Register 

 

The Letcombe Regis Parish Newsletter                                        July 2019 

© 2019 Francesca Engelmann for Letcombe Regis Parish Council                                                              Issue 167 

July 

 Diary 

Mondays 1 7.30 - 9.00 pm  Voices of the Vale   Village Hall 

Tuesdays 2 and 23,30 9.30 - 10.45 am Hatha Yoga with Beth Village Hall 

Wed 3 7.00 pm Parochial Church Council Meeting Village Hall 

Wed 3 8.00  pm Book Buffs Greyhound Inn 

Thu 4 11.00 am Richmond - Talk on Ashmolean in Oxford Richmond 

Fri 5 8.00 pm Film Club - ‘Florence Foster Jenkins’ Village Hall 

Sun 7 10.00 am Matins - (BCP) - Andrea Colbrook St. Andrew’s 

Sun 7 6.00 - 8.30 pm Greyhound - Live Music and Pizza Night Greyhound Inn 

Mon 8 2.00 - 3.00 pm Richmond - Free Tech Advice drop-in session  Richmond 

Mon 8 7.30 pm WI - Garden Meeting - members only Gwastad 

Tue 9 7.30 pm Archaeological discoveries at Childrey Warren - P. Guarino Village Hall 

Thu 11 11.00 am Richmond - Talk on Wilts & Berks Canal Restoration Richmond 

Thu 11 2.30 pm Knitwits The Old Manor 

Sat 13 11.00 - 4.00 pm Richmond - Summer Fayre Richmond 

Sun 14 10.00 am Holy Communion - B  St. Andrew’s 

Sun 14 8.00 pm Greyhound - Pub Quiz with Big Dave  (charity - RNLI) Greyhound Inn 

Mon 15 8.00 pm Parish Council meeting Village Hall 

Fri 19 7.30 pm Bingo! - jackpot £100  -  all welcome Village Hall 

Sat 20 11.30 - 3.00 pm Wildlife Discovery Day Nature Reserve 

Sun 21 10.00 am Matins - Andrea Colbrook St. Andrew’s 

Mon 22 2.00 - 3.00 pm Richmond - Free Tech Advice drop-in session  Richmond 

Thu 25 3.00 pm Richmond - Reminiscence Café  Richmond 

Thu 25 2.30 pm Knitwits 63 Pavilion Walk 

Sat 27 7.15 pm Richmond - Wantage Male Voice Choir Richmond 

Sun 28 10.00 am Holy Communion - A St. Andrew’s 

Sun 21 10.00 am Matins - George Green St. Andrew’s 

August 
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Letcombe Regis Parish Council 
 
Since the PC Meeting the newly formed Council has been 
required to complete various forms which are part of the 
Transparency Code for all those in Public Office. Copies of 
these will be placed on the PC website in due course.  

This is the peak time of year for the greenery growth 
around the village, and while we do have a village warden 
who is undertaking general tasks, do be mindful if you have 
hedges or trees adjoining footpaths, or roads, please keep 
them well trimmed to help avoid any difficulties for         
pedestrians or passing traffic.  

All those who have volunteered to be part of the Parish 
Emergency Plan Team have now received first aid training 
to help them deal with any injuries should they occur. It will 
help them, and all emergency services, if those of you with 
ongoing health issues with regular medication take steps to 
keep that information readily available. The ‘ Message in a 
Bottle ‘ scheme set up by The Lions Clubs, is a simple but 
effective way for people to keep their basic personal and 
medical details where they can be found in an emergency 
on a standard form and in a common location – the fridge. 
Further details can be found at www.lionsclubs.co. Please 
take a look. 

As I write this the rain is pouring down, but blue skies are 
forecast and the PC hopes you are all able enjoy the      
delights of the summer months.  

Our next PC Meeting will take place on Monday 15
th
 July, 

8pm, in the Warborough Room, at the Village Hall. All are 
welcome to attend. 

Jeanne Lapsley 
Chairman, Letcombe Regis Parish Council 
 
 

200 Club 

A note about the Recreation Ground and Village Hall     
accounts which appeared in the June Letcombe Register. 
At first glance it would seem that the 200 Club had        
contributed £3000 to the funds in 2018 but nothing in 2019. 
 
I understand that all monies raised by the 200 Club will 
now go towards the Children’s Play Area. The £3000 which 
was raised in 2019 is shown in the Contributions to the     
Playground Project Fund. 
 
Ian Taylor 

 
Letcombe Regis Recreation Ground and 
Village Hall Trust 
 
There have been a few changes to the Trustees running 
the Village Hall & Recreation Ground over the past couple 
of months. With particularly Sue Hannon and Murray    
Charlton doing so much over a number of years, the new 
Trustees will be working to ensure the smooth running of 
the Hall & Recreation Ground continues. Our sincere 
thanks go to Sue and Murray, and also to Eileen and    
Johnny, who have also stepped down as Trustees. 
 
The current list of Trustees are:  Richard Taylor (Chair), 
Jeanne Lapsley (Parish Council), Mike Light (Parish    
Council), Elspeth Horridge, Eddie Jenkins, Karen Johnson 
(Vice Chair ), James Stewart (Treasurer), Mary Harwood 
 
Our constitution allows for 9 trustees, so we are looking for 
one more villager to join. If you are interested, or just want 
to know more, then please contact one of the Trustees, or 
myself. 
 
As has been mentioned in previous articles, the Hall is 
proving very popular to book for events, and we would   
encourage all Villagers who would like to book the Hall to 
book early. On this note, we will be introducing a new Hall 
Booking Request system in the near future, which will use 
an online system called "Hallmaster". This will allow users 
to view the Hall Calendar to then request a booking. 
Please look out for updates on the Village Hall Web Site 
(https://www.letcomberegishall.org/). We will continue to 
restrict the number of Weddings we book in though, and 
this will be made clear when people request bookings. 
 
It has also been brought to our attention by one or two   
regular users of the Recreation Ground that some youths 
have been using the Tennis Courts to play football, and 
also leaving litter near the laurel hedge by the small       
football goals. I have contacted the PCSO about this, and 
they replied with the below. Please contact me if you have 
any further questions or concerns. 
 

“I would advise asking them to leave initially but if 
you do not feel they are approachable to speak to then 
call 101 and we will try and get someone out to follow 
it up.  By all means you can take photos of the        
vehicles etc. and we might be able to do some slow 
time follow ups but don’t put yourself in any difficult 
situations or confrontation.  The rest of the team are 
aware and we will continue to patrol when available.”  

 

 

Richard Taylor 
Chairman 
Letcombe Regis Recreation Ground and Village Hall 
Trust 
01235 763359 

200  Club Draw — No 4                                    July 2019 

148 David CARTER £50 

38 Joyce WARD £25 

89 Allison ROBINSON £15 

76 Carole & Geoff HAMER £10 

167 Thérèse CLARKE £5 

Special Draw: 

32 Doug FREWER £25 

2 Peter & Leonora HILL £20 

99  Ruth MANNING £10 

79 Graham THORNER £10 

159 Thérèse CLARKE £10 

131 Giles FITZPATRICK £10 

173 Stephen MIKA £10 

New Numbers draw 

14 Irene TOOMEY £5 

http://www.lionsclubs.co
https://www.letcomberegishall.org/
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St Andrew’s Church 
 

By the time July’s Register appears, we will have a new 
curate.  Andrea Colbrook’s ordination took place on June 
29

th   
at Christchurch Cathedral, Oxford, when she was  

ordained Deacon to serve in the Ridgeway Benefice. We 
welcome Andrea and her family and sincerely hope that 
she will find her time with us to be rewarding and           
enjoyable.  

 

As was explained in last month’s Register, Andrea will be 
serving all the people of the Ridgeway Benefice,  not just 
those who worship at St Andrew’s but all  who live in the 
villages of the Ridgeway Benefice: Childrey; Kingston Lisle; 
Letcombe Bassett; Sparsholt; West Challow as well as 
Letcombe Regis. With six churches in the Benefice, it will 
be good for Leonora to have some more help.  Andrea will 
initially be “learning her craft” as it were by assisting Leono-
ra at certain services, such as Matins at St Andrew’s on 
July 7

th
 and 21

st
.   We hope lots of you will have the oppor-

tunity to meet Andrea over the coming weeks. 

   

From a new curate to people who lived here centuries 
ago….. As many of you will be aware, Thames Water’s 
pipeline work has led to startling discoveries at Childrey 
Warren. Christine Birch has arranged for Paolo Guarino 
from Cotswold Archaeology to talk about the significance of 
the finds, including 16 Roman graves containing             
skeletons with heads removed for ritual burial.  To find out 
more about these fascinating excavations, come to the   
village Hall on Tuesday 9

th
 July at 7:30. Tickets cost £5 and 

can be obtained from Christine (cbirch1997@aol.com  or  
763529); proceeds will go to St Andrew’s Maintenance 
Fund.  

 

It’s not the feast day of a saint, nor is it a major event in the 
church calendar, but for 160 years Sea Sunday has been 
celebrated as an occasion to pray for those “in peril on the 
sea” and for the work of the Mission to Seafarers. This year 
Sea Sunday is on July 14

th 
.    Whichever countries we    

continue to trade with post-Brexit, we will still need        
merchant ships and their crews, working long and lonely 
hours away from home and family, to keep us supplied. 
Mission to Seafarers does a fantastic job of  supporting 
them and it is a charity which St Andrew’s is happy to be 
associated with. All our collection on that day will go to help 
their vital work.  

 

The previous paragraph mentioned the “B” word but if 
you’re bored with Brexit, had enough of the hustings and 
fearful for the future, remember that St Andrew’s is open 
every day, not just on Sundays, and provides a sanctuary, 
a sacred space at the heart of the village where you are 
welcome to sit calmly, to seek refuge from political turmoil 
and simply reflect or pray.  It is, to quote another Mission to 
Seafarers hymn, “an anchor in the storms of life.”  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cbirch1997@aol.com
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Wildlife Discovery Day   

 
Sat 20

th
 July 11am - 3pm  

 
Letcombe Valley Nature Reserve, Letcombe Regis, 
Wantage OX12 9JU 

 
Join us to enjoy and discover the wildlife, landscape and 
history of the Letcombe Valley Nature Reserve. 

 * birds *  bats * small mammals * insects,* wildflowers * 
*invertebrates* wildlife pond * den building*  mud kitchen* 
nature art * 

https://www.bbowt.org.uk/nature-reserves/letcombe-valley  

  

Well behaved dogs on leads welcome. Lots for the whole 
family to enjoy.  

More details: info@bbowt.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

Book Buffs 

 
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 3

rd
 July at 

8pm in the Greyhound when we shall be reviewing: 
'Home Going' by Yaa Gyasi and the 'Horse Dancer' by Jojo 
Moyes.  
 
The library book for August, available at the meeting, is 
'The Party' by Elizabeth Day with 'A Place called Winter' by 
Patrick Gale as an alternative. 
 
Any queries to Freddie on 767772 
 

 

 

 

Free Tech Advice 

 
John Walker runs regular free Tech Advice drop-in         
sessions at Richmond. The sessions are aimed at helping 
older people with any difficulty using tablets, phones,     
computers, or ebook readers.  

There is no need to book, just bring your questions and 
your device. 

   

The next sessions are Monday 8
th 

 and Monday 22
nd

  both 
2.00 to 3.00 pm. 

 

More information can be found at https://macwiz.co.uk/free-
tech-advice-sessions/ 

 
 
 
 

Film Club 

 
‘Florence Foster Jenkins’ 
Friday July 5

th
 

 
Special  screening for Wantage Summer Music and Arts 
Festival 

 

Many thanks to all you came to see our June             
screening ‘Woman in Gold’. The feedback was great for 
this powerful film.  

 

Normally we have a break for July and August but this year 
we are screening the critically acclaimed ‘Florence Foster 
Jenkins’ as part of the Wantage Summer Arts Festival. This 
musical biography set in the 1940’s, is based on the true 
life story of a New York socialite who dreams of becoming 
an opera singer, depicted having a terrible voice.  

 

Meryl Streep was Oscar nominated for her stellar            
performance as Florence, with Hugh Grant equally well 
cast as her husband and manager. Directed by Stephan 
Frears whose other credits include The Queen and My 
Beautiful Laundrette, Florence was nominated for a Best 
Comedy Golden Globe.  

 

Heartwarming and entertaining, we hope you are able to 
come along to enjoy this extra film in July.  

Doors open at 7.30pm; film starts at 8pm 

Come along early for refreshments before the film. 

 

We are putting together our films for next season. More 
information next month - put Wednesday September 11

th
 in 

your diary for our first film of the new season. 

 
 
 
 

Richmond Letcombe Regis 

 
Thursday 4

th
 July at 11am – Talk on Ashmolean in Oxford 

in the Conservatory 

 

Thursday 11
th
 at 11am – Alan Lank hosts a talk on Wilts 

and Berks Canal Restoration 

 

Saturday July 13
th
 – 11am till 4pm – Richmond Summer 

Fayre, see the Advertisement on page 5 

 

Thursday 25
th
 at 3pm – Reminiscence Café – all welcome. 

Coffee, cake and memory games. 

 

Saturday 27
th
 at 7.15pm – Wantage Male Voice Choir sing 

in the Restaurant 

 
 

 

 

https://www.bbowt.org.uk/nature-reserves/letcombe-valley
mailto:info@bbowt.org.uk
https://macwiz.co.uk/free-tech-advice-sessions/
https://macwiz.co.uk/free-tech-advice-sessions/
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RAISING FUNDS TOWARDS A TRIP TO 
ESWATINI (SWAZILAND), JULY 2020 

 

Babysitting, plant watering, pet-sitting and  
dog walking services.  

Any small jobs that need doing. 
 

Sophie Hannon  

sophie.hannon@outlook.com 

01235 766043   |   07983 175678 
 

References available. 

 
 
 

EST. SINCE 1994 

PROFESSIONAL CARPET CLEANING 

& WINDOW CLEANING 
FULLY INSURED 

 

millbrookservices1@gmail.com 
TEL: 01235 511541   MOB: 078144 28395 

DIDCOT. OXFORDSHIRE 

 

Visit our webpage to view all our services 
www.millbrookcleaning.co.uk 

HELP!  
 

Is there anyone out there who can do  
simple clothing alterations?    

If so, please contact me by e mail  
 

shirleysmith.richmond@gmail.com 

mailto:sophie.hannon@outlook.com
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Letcombes Conservation Group  

 
Many thanks to Ian Taylor for leading a very enjoyable walk 
in June to observe birds in the Otmoor RSPB reserve.    
Forty-one species of birds were seen or heard including 
lapwings, marsh harriers, grey-lag geese with goslings, 
Cetti’s and many other warblers plus the rare Turtle Dove. 
The hedgerows at Otmoor were also alive with butterflies 
basking in the sunshine. The annual Big Butterfly Count 
starts on 19 July this year; to get involved visit the Butterfly 
Conservation website at https://www.bigbutterflycount.org/ 
for all the details and a downloadable identification chart.  

Tickets are still available for the illustrated presentation by 
Cotswold Archaeology’s project leader, Paolo Guarino, on 
the ‘Iron Age and Roman excavations at Childrey     
Warren 2019’ in Letcombe Regis Village Hall on      
Tuesday 9

th
 July at 7:30pm. Most previous work on the 

period has concentrated on hillforts so the archaeological 
world has been particularly excited by the glimpse into the 
cultures of settlement communities offered by these graves 
and artefacts from the period before and after the arrival of 
Romans in Britain. The results of the post-excavation    
analysis, and the light shed on the lives and deaths of     
people living in this area during the period, will be           
fascinating.  Tickets are £5 in advance from Christine 
Birch (cbirch1997@aol.com or 763529). Reserve now as 
demand is high; all proceeds will go to St. Andrew’s Church 
Maintenance Fund. 

The Family Wildlife Discovery Day in the Letcombe Valley 
Community Nature Reserve takes place on Saturday, 20 
July, 11:00am – 3:00 pm.  Don’t miss this fun and          
interesting event with activities for all ages (see separate 
notice). Further information available from                        
info@bbowt.org.uk. 

 

 

 

 

 

Letcombes Gardening Club 

 
Topical Tips 
 
July is here and lets hope that it’s a sunnier month that 
June has been so we can get out and enjoy the garden a 
bit more. The rain was really good but now I think we need 
some warmth. 

Since we haven’t been able to fully enjoy the flowers this 
last month it’s doubly important that you deadhead         
perennials to encourage more flowers. You can also cut 
back some perennials, like hardy geraniums, to encourage 
a second flush. 

Dividing clumps of bearded iris will rejuvenate them and 
this is a job that you can tackle this month.  

If your soil is not very fertile then late flowering perennials 
may benefit from a quick acting feed.  

If your back is starting to ache from all the weeding then it 
may be worth considering mulch. It will need to be a thick 
layer; 2-3inches at least. 

You can prune your philadelphus this month and when you 
do this you can use some of the prunings for cuttings. The 
rewards in scent will be huge! 

Why not try your hand at propagating clematis? You need 
to take internodal cuttings by taking stem sections above 
and below a leaf and not immediately below a leaf node. 
Not easy but worth a try. 

Here’s a quick comment about houseplants. If you are   
troubled with pests on your houseplants it may be worth 
putting them outside as there are more ‘little beasties’    
outside to gobble them up! 

Turning to the edibles, there is still some planting and    
sowing that you can do. Spring cabbage and oriental veg. 
can be sown this month and you can still plant out your 
leeks and brassicas if you haven’t done it yet. 

People often remember to ‘stop’ tomatoes but climbing 
beans may also need ‘stopping’ to maximize cropping on 
the side-shoots. Nip out the growing tip when they reach 
the top of their supports. 

As far as fruit is concerned, you can complete summer 
pruning of currants and gooseberries. Remember to keep 
watering to avoid drought stress if it should happen to turn 
dry!! Keep an eye on fruit trees and bushes, as heavily   
laden branches may need propping up to avoid them 
breaking. 

It just remains for me to ask you to ‘raise a communal 
glass’ with me to our beautiful gardens. Enjoy! 

 

 

 

https://www.bigbutterflycount.org/
mailto:cbirch1997@aol.com
mailto:info@bbowt.org.uk
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Daniel Kerr 
Electrician 
 

01235 769481 / 07817 457832 
 

Enquiries.1stcall@hotmail.co.uk 
Free Consultations 
 

87, Hamfield 
Wantage, Oxon 
OX12 9EG 

Part P 

Karen Ash 
     Reflexology and Therapeutic Massage 
Member of the Association of Reflexologists 

ITEC Qualified Therapist 

Relaxing therapies to promote well being   
in your own home. 

Tel. 07901828132  email. angel.kw@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Hazel Lee      Painter & Decorator  
 
 

Interior & Exterior.                    Fully Insured 
Local & Reliable Female Decorator 

No job too small         Mob: 07866 509683 
hazel.lee78@hotmail.co.uk 

Registered Dietitian 
Liane Reeves, BSc (Hons) Nutrition, MSc Allergy 

HCPC registered, MBDA 
Expert personalised dietary advice for adults and children.          
Consultations held at Wantage Osteopathic Practice, 1 
Church St. Wantage.  To discuss how dietary advice can help 
you and to arrange an appointment: Tel: 07947 053396       

Email:info@reevesdiets.co.uk                   www.reevesdiets.co.uk  

The Barn Tea Rooms, Court Hill Centre 
Homemade cakes, light lunches. 

Just off A338 on the Ridgeway - and it’s all  
downhill on the way back! 

Open 7 days a week 10.30 to 4.00  
Tel: 01235 760253 

Mel Taylor Photography 

 

Specialising in Providing Fine Art  Dog, Equine,  
Newborn and Child Portrait Photography 

Portraits Studio or Location,  See website for full details 

www.meltaylorphotography.co.uk 
01235 763359 or 07818427876 

Personal Assistant/Carer 
 

DBS checked/insured 
Teaching/Management background. 
Five years as an Activity Organiser  

in residential homes 
For help or support please call 07968983673 

 

LEE’S Exterior 
Cleaning  

Solutions 
 

 

LADDERLESS GUTTER 
CLEANING 

 

PURE WATER WINDOW 
CLEANING 

 

 01865 823395 / 07967033383 
(Southmoor Based) 

mailto:Hazel.lee78@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:info@reevesdiets.co.uk
http://www.reevesdiets.co.uk
http://www.meltaylorphotography.co.uk
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Compiled by Francesca Engelmann, 2, The Old Stables, Warborough Road, OX12 9LD  Tel: 01235 769310 

 

Email: Register@oldstableyard.co.uk 
 

The views expressed in the Register do not necessarily reflect the views  of Letcombe Regis Parish Council. 
  

Deadline for inclusion is always the 27th of each month. 

 

The Register is also available to view, along with much more information, on the Village Website:  
www.letcomberegispc.org 


